
 

FEBRUARY 2026 
   

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Orange County Veterans Advisory Council (OCVAC) Meeting 

• When: March 11, 2026, at 2 p.m. 
• Where: Seal Beach City Council Chambers 

211 8th St., First Floor, Seal Beach, CA 90740 
• Please note: Meeting location is subject to change. For the most up-to-date 

information, please visit the OCVAC webpage, or check our Facebook and 
Instagram before attending. 

 

Stress Solutions Workshop 
• About: Learn practical ways to recognize stress, improve sleep, support 

others, and shift your mindset in this live, online workshop designed for service 
members, Veterans, their families, and all who support the military and 
Veteran community. 

• When: March 24, 2026, from 5-6:30 p.m. 
• Where: Online 
• Register: Stress Solutions Workshop  

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fwww.eventbrite.com*2Fe*2Fmarch-24th-stress-solutions-workshop-tickets-1976246957850*3Faff=oddtdtcreator/1/0100019c90d1bd52-64b445cf-4e54-43bd-a70f-c5dbab6d043f-000000/634NuwqJEO0fmCbqYCRwLLsQhE8j5e1dmLsTsb3GkNc=446__;JSUlJSU!!KL1yqyOaGX2drUI!kZNyXBJMf_5cyk3ESDZK9lwd05crt5PLKtPKaovoQXkA57_ffgtAYlEOG6XO0dI00PReTFaTdXSCr929QN3NW_Ou5x1VjSrQ$


 

Survivor Series: Debt Management Center 
• About: This educational webinar series provides surviving spouses, children, 

parents, caregivers, and advocates with clear, accurate guidance on VA 
survivor benefits and available resources. 

• When: March 25, 2026, from 10-11 a.m. 
• Where: Online 
• Register: Survivor Series Webinar  

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fwww.va.gov*2Fsurvivors*2FSurvivor_Series.asp/2/0100019c90d1bd52-64b445cf-4e54-43bd-a70f-c5dbab6d043f-000000/ZkPgggHsfdB3XVT1MV-5ZLxBKi1NCuVGE8CMx1LqUbY=446__;JSUlJQ!!KL1yqyOaGX2drUI!kZNyXBJMf_5cyk3ESDZK9lwd05crt5PLKtPKaovoQXkA57_ffgtAYlEOG6XO0dI00PReTFaTdXSCr929QN3NW_Ou53goPkEJ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fwww.va.gov*2Fsurvivors*2FSurvivor_Series.asp/1/0100019c90d1bd52-64b445cf-4e54-43bd-a70f-c5dbab6d043f-000000/6HNFMiL3E-Nh9OLI7J3Hl36Wr38f6DyP4ebFfpCq7gk=446__;JSUlJQ!!KL1yqyOaGX2drUI!kZNyXBJMf_5cyk3ESDZK9lwd05crt5PLKtPKaovoQXkA57_ffgtAYlEOG6XO0dI00PReTFaTdXSCr929QN3NW_Ou59HBPQQI$


 

American Vietnam War Veterans Day Recognition Ceremony 
• About: All Veterans are welcome to attend the City of Westminster's 

American Vietnam War Veterans Day Recognition Ceremony. This event is 
free, and refreshments will be provided. Any Veteran who'd like to be 
recognized and receive a certificate may submit their information at the link 
below. 

• When: March 29, 2026, at 10 a.m. 
• Where: Sid Goldstein Freedom Park 

14180 All American Way, Westminster, CA 92683 
• Certificate submission form: City of Westminster American Vietnam War 

Veterans Day Recognition Ceremony  
  
Event information is provided for informational purposes only. The County makes no guarantee as to the accuracy of the event 

content and assumes no responsibility or liability. 
   

  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fdocs.google.com*2Fforms*2Fd*2Fe*2F1FAIpQLSdqalG2wlOnhn77zYGrU9x6t-zou_6p_zke0vnrR5MCpqlbiw*2Fviewform/1/0100019c90d1bd52-64b445cf-4e54-43bd-a70f-c5dbab6d043f-000000/Jr75AcN46ZnKqVmkrA5f-QpF-BjEhYma_B6F717NctY=446__;JSUlJSUlJQ!!KL1yqyOaGX2drUI!kZNyXBJMf_5cyk3ESDZK9lwd05crt5PLKtPKaovoQXkA57_ffgtAYlEOG6XO0dI00PReTFaTdXSCr929QN3NW_Ou5_-MwcLE$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fdocs.google.com*2Fforms*2Fd*2Fe*2F1FAIpQLSdqalG2wlOnhn77zYGrU9x6t-zou_6p_zke0vnrR5MCpqlbiw*2Fviewform/1/0100019c90d1bd52-64b445cf-4e54-43bd-a70f-c5dbab6d043f-000000/Jr75AcN46ZnKqVmkrA5f-QpF-BjEhYma_B6F717NctY=446__;JSUlJSUlJQ!!KL1yqyOaGX2drUI!kZNyXBJMf_5cyk3ESDZK9lwd05crt5PLKtPKaovoQXkA57_ffgtAYlEOG6XO0dI00PReTFaTdXSCr929QN3NW_Ou5_-MwcLE$


NEWS 

 

Share Your Input on the County Budget 

We value community input and would like your feedback regarding the County’s 
budget and use of its limited discretionary funds. Providing feedback allows the 
County to incorporate your thoughts by ensuring budgeting priorities align with 
community values. 
  
Follow the link to access the survey in multiple languages by March 6, 2026: 
bit.ly/ocbudgetprioritiessurvey 

 

 

VA Streamlines Survivors’ Claims Process 

Previously, the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs (VA) had to process Dependency 
and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) and Survivors Pension claims separately, 
meaning two formal decisions which could slow down the process. The VA 
announced a new rule to help survivors receive benefit decisions and payments 
faster. Starting February 23, 2026, the VA will now pay the higher of the two benefits 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fbit.ly*2Focbudgetprioritiessurvey/2/0100019c90d1bd52-64b445cf-4e54-43bd-a70f-c5dbab6d043f-000000/HjQ00lUL19GhfHL6pfvoOpaHyAK7W8adosbIznPOi7o=446__;JSUl!!KL1yqyOaGX2drUI!kZNyXBJMf_5cyk3ESDZK9lwd05crt5PLKtPKaovoQXkA57_ffgtAYlEOG6XO0dI00PReTFaTdXSCr929QN3NW_Ou5wvoars_$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fbit.ly*2Focbudgetprioritiessurvey/1/0100019c90d1bd52-64b445cf-4e54-43bd-a70f-c5dbab6d043f-000000/XQu9pmak9LbDm17wDknZ7CT9V5qAkiN-2SIsGfSE6tE=446__;JSUl!!KL1yqyOaGX2drUI!kZNyXBJMf_5cyk3ESDZK9lwd05crt5PLKtPKaovoQXkA57_ffgtAYlEOG6XO0dI00PReTFaTdXSCr929QN3NW_Ou571DTA-H$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fnews.va.gov*2F145115*2Fspeed-delivery-survivors-benefits*2F/1/0100019c90d1bd52-64b445cf-4e54-43bd-a70f-c5dbab6d043f-000000/263s0KUBfwwI154X0BdlswLh-urApvCGn1mq_gswwSg=446__;JSUlJSU!!KL1yqyOaGX2drUI!kZNyXBJMf_5cyk3ESDZK9lwd05crt5PLKtPKaovoQXkA57_ffgtAYlEOG6XO0dI00PReTFaTdXSCr929QN3NW_Ou571iG74w$


(typically DIC) without delaying payment to develop the lesser benefit. This change 
is expected to help survivors receive support more quickly. 
  
Read more: VA moves to speed delivery of survivors' benefits 

 

 

VA Home Loan Funding Fees Now Tax-Deductible 

Veterans, service members, and surviving spouses who buy a home with a VA-
guaranteed loan can now deduct their VA funding fee on their federal taxes. The 
funding fee is a one-time charge paid at closing or rolled into the loan. This change 
may help eligible borrowers keep more money in their pockets when tax season 
arrives. As always, seek professional tax advice about your specific situation before 
claiming a deduction. 
  
Read more: Home loan borrowers can now deduct funding fees 

   

  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fnews.va.gov*2F145115*2Fspeed-delivery-survivors-benefits*2F/2/0100019c90d1bd52-64b445cf-4e54-43bd-a70f-c5dbab6d043f-000000/yQF2UOiWHEm00aQIoDYqYAIcmUUCA1P6zGR0a5kgeI0=446__;JSUlJSU!!KL1yqyOaGX2drUI!kZNyXBJMf_5cyk3ESDZK9lwd05crt5PLKtPKaovoQXkA57_ffgtAYlEOG6XO0dI00PReTFaTdXSCr929QN3NW_Ou56Fb-qa2$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fnews.va.gov*2F145096*2Fborrowers-can-deduct-funding-fees*2F/2/0100019c90d1bd52-64b445cf-4e54-43bd-a70f-c5dbab6d043f-000000/STHtfcAtOVSdzPCXDO01r8o1ovn0ispALGtF8_Lwv74=446__;JSUlJSU!!KL1yqyOaGX2drUI!kZNyXBJMf_5cyk3ESDZK9lwd05crt5PLKtPKaovoQXkA57_ffgtAYlEOG6XO0dI00PReTFaTdXSCr929QN3NW_Ou531ijxSw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fnews.va.gov*2F145096*2Fborrowers-can-deduct-funding-fees*2F/1/0100019c90d1bd52-64b445cf-4e54-43bd-a70f-c5dbab6d043f-000000/fFnil6mi3zsUPtstZffkv-jdJ8wBF89YTW893dR6iyk=446__;JSUlJSU!!KL1yqyOaGX2drUI!kZNyXBJMf_5cyk3ESDZK9lwd05crt5PLKtPKaovoQXkA57_ffgtAYlEOG6XO0dI00PReTFaTdXSCr929QN3NW_Ou5ywyW6TH$


DID YOU KNOW 

 

National Consumer Protection Week: March 1-7 
  
National Consumer Protection Week highlights ways to understand your consumer 
rights and protect yourself from fraud and scams. During this week, trusted 
organizations share tips and resources to help Veterans and their families stay 
informed and avoid common schemes. Staying alert helps protect your money, 
benefits, and personal information. 
  
Learn more: How To Avoid a Scam 

   

BY THE NUMBERS MONTHLY 
Numbers are based on January 2026 service data. 

   

Veterans Served (includes emails, 
calls, and appointments): 

1,505 
  

Claims Filed: 
963 

 

Benefits Granted by Veterans 
Administration: 

$669,443 
  

College Tuition Savings: 
$323,532 

   

For more information, contact the VSO at (714) 480-6555 or ocvso@occr.ocgov.com. 
   

 

 
veterans.ocgov.com 

 

 
ocvso@occr.ocgov.com 

 

 

 

 
(714) 480-6555 

 

 
1300 S Grand Ave.,  
Bldg B, Santa Ana, CA 
92705 

 

 

 

 
/OCVeteransServiceOffice 

 

 
@oc_vso 

 

 

  

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fconsumer.ftc.gov*2Farticles*2Fhow-avoid-scam*23avoid/2/0100019c90d1bd52-64b445cf-4e54-43bd-a70f-c5dbab6d043f-000000/Tt2obQ7kfajieGF5zOkF7ljS7xudAixXW5qq3_T1aYI=446__;JSUlJSU!!KL1yqyOaGX2drUI!kZNyXBJMf_5cyk3ESDZK9lwd05crt5PLKtPKaovoQXkA57_ffgtAYlEOG6XO0dI00PReTFaTdXSCr929QN3NW_Ou59PSvIGo$
mailto:ocvso@occr.ocgov.com
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fwww.veterans.ocgov.com/2/0100019c90d1bd52-64b445cf-4e54-43bd-a70f-c5dbab6d043f-000000/eD_8LnDPDqgtrKL77ZkVUHpLKQ5fy3c83xuzOJeCbFE=446__;JSU!!KL1yqyOaGX2drUI!kZNyXBJMf_5cyk3ESDZK9lwd05crt5PLKtPKaovoQXkA57_ffgtAYlEOG6XO0dI00PReTFaTdXSCr929QN3NW_Ou5__M25Gc$
mailto:OCVSO@occr.ocgov.com
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fwww.facebook.com*2FOCVeteransServiceOffice/2/0100019c90d1bd52-64b445cf-4e54-43bd-a70f-c5dbab6d043f-000000/OPvUHy9zUXWmz8t3aqPe26EXmIFnv8s68Z5ixIn_CFA=446__;JSUl!!KL1yqyOaGX2drUI!kZNyXBJMf_5cyk3ESDZK9lwd05crt5PLKtPKaovoQXkA57_ffgtAYlEOG6XO0dI00PReTFaTdXSCr929QN3NW_Ou5xYtHFdx$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fwww.instagram.com*2Foc_vso/2/0100019c90d1bd52-64b445cf-4e54-43bd-a70f-c5dbab6d043f-000000/nATvSOcqD6TAzW-ao1fft28Eng3AyDAgX2ZjQUWUQFk=446__;JSUl!!KL1yqyOaGX2drUI!kZNyXBJMf_5cyk3ESDZK9lwd05crt5PLKtPKaovoQXkA57_ffgtAYlEOG6XO0dI00PReTFaTdXSCr929QN3NW_Ou5yNZ3_1u$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fconsumer.ftc.gov*2Farticles*2Fhow-avoid-scam*23avoid/1/0100019c90d1bd52-64b445cf-4e54-43bd-a70f-c5dbab6d043f-000000/OgDHaI_YO0ebochBGNr8_suec3jF_nephYyik4E73-A=446__;JSUlJSU!!KL1yqyOaGX2drUI!kZNyXBJMf_5cyk3ESDZK9lwd05crt5PLKtPKaovoQXkA57_ffgtAYlEOG6XO0dI00PReTFaTdXSCr929QN3NW_Ou55NGEFVF$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fwww.veterans.ocgov.com/1/0100019c90d1bd52-64b445cf-4e54-43bd-a70f-c5dbab6d043f-000000/j0UXc64raP55s0tncqQcl03cCWYDMzsyVGpDaRoC9hs=446__;JSU!!KL1yqyOaGX2drUI!kZNyXBJMf_5cyk3ESDZK9lwd05crt5PLKtPKaovoQXkA57_ffgtAYlEOG6XO0dI00PReTFaTdXSCr929QN3NW_Ou5yFcSOwJ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fwww.facebook.com*2FOCVeteransServiceOffice/1/0100019c90d1bd52-64b445cf-4e54-43bd-a70f-c5dbab6d043f-000000/moPxD27hZ-0ynMr5QN271R4YDfxDiRZo0g-lDekdrRI=446__;JSUl!!KL1yqyOaGX2drUI!kZNyXBJMf_5cyk3ESDZK9lwd05crt5PLKtPKaovoQXkA57_ffgtAYlEOG6XO0dI00PReTFaTdXSCr929QN3NW_Ou56ZSAkif$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fwww.instagram.com*2Foc_vso/1/0100019c90d1bd52-64b445cf-4e54-43bd-a70f-c5dbab6d043f-000000/2b_UYeTiLQPiTLw5HOOWdzmDGc3tHy7artmYsnK7ehM=446__;JSUl!!KL1yqyOaGX2drUI!kZNyXBJMf_5cyk3ESDZK9lwd05crt5PLKtPKaovoQXkA57_ffgtAYlEOG6XO0dI00PReTFaTdXSCr929QN3NW_Ou51AegRyP$
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